Not far from Puri in Orissa stands the temple of 
Sakshi Gopal. Centuries have gone by but the legend 
that gave the deity this name is still popular, not 
only in the states of Orissa and the adjoining Andhra 
Pradesh but in other parts of our country as well 


Sakshi Gopal was worshipped in a temple in 
Andhra. Pradesh for a long time Then a king of 
Orissa brought him to the present site. 


The hero of our story loved a girl of his own 
village. But he was poor and the girl's father avari- 
cious. Fate placed the father in a situation from 
which our hero rescued him. The father was pleased 
and promised the young man the hand of his 
daughter. The only witness to this offer was the deity, 
the promise being made in front of his temple. 


Once he is back safe in his village, the father not 
Taking into eccount this "witness", denies the 
promise to our hero. 


Alone and forlorn, our hero implores the deity to 
testify to his claim that the man's daughter had 
ndeed been promised to him. 


How the deity comes to his rescue and helps nim 
win his bride is the legend colourfully retold in our 
Amar Chitra Katha. 
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LONG LONG AGO, IN A SMALL VILLAGE LIVED RAGĦAD AND 
PADMABAL THEIR ONLY CHILD, VASANTI, WAS A SWEET LITTLE GIRL WITA WHOM 
THE OTHER CHILDREN OF THE VILLAGE LOVED TO PLAY. 


T VASANTI WOULD NEVER BEGIN A GAME WITHOUT HER FAVOURITE PLAT: 
MATE, MAHINDRA, A POOR DESTITUTE ORPHAN, WAS THERE 
La 
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MAHINDRA 
15 so 


HELPFUL! 


WHAT HE SAID WAS TRUE. MAHINDRA WAS 
VASANTI» 


THE CHILD VASANTI SOON GREW UP TO BE A DEMURE YOUNG WOMAN. 


[Que EE IYE LAGE NURSE CAWE TO | 18002 THE VILLAGE ASTROLOGER 

SEE KEK MOTE | ner Lara 1 
= RADHABAI, WHY DON'T You!  snavvat HAVE AN ELIGIBLE 

GET VASANTI MARRIED To EXE) 


MAHINDRA © HE 15 A GOOD | | VASANTI.COME TO AY HOUSE 
BOY AND HAS ALWAYS = 


JOUR ASTROLOGER WANTS 
[TO TALK TO ME ABOUT y 
VASANTI'S MARRIAGE. 
BEFORE 1 MEET Hm 

PD LIKE TO KNOW 

IF YOG HAVE ANY, 


WHAT! MAHINDRA 
OF ALL BOYS! THAT 
DESTITUTE ORPHAN 
LAD! 


PANDITJI, WHO 
19 THE BOY YOU 
HAD IN MIND © 
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SUKHVIR WAS PASSING BY WITH HIS 
FLATTERERS FOLLOWING Hu. 


REANWHILE MAHINDRA MET VASANTI 
ONE EVENING - 


VASANTI „AT ONCE SAD AND SHY » 
REMAINED SPEECHLESS + 


1 WOULD 
gx ( answer 


ITA 
ON A PILGRIMAGE TO GOPALJIS PRIVILEGE! 
TEMPLE AT THE HOLY TOWN. 

PANDITJI AND A FEW OTHER. 
VILLAGERS WILL BE GONG 
WITH ME. WOULD YOU LIKE 
TO COME WITH Us © 


ON THE APPOINTED DAY: RAGHAV LEFT 
HOME WITH THE PILGRIMS. 


Nr ZEIT ns = 
3 TI دم‎ soon ro ع«‎ 
* RETURN, VASANTI 

WILL BE MARRIED 


IT WAS A PLEASANT JOURNEY. THE PILGRIMS HAD TO TRAVEL THROUGH 
MANY A VILLAGE AND LOVELY FIELD - 


[THEY PUT UP. 


ATA DHARMASHALA CLOSE TO THE TEMPLE. 


ONE DAY, THE PANDIT CAME RUNNING 


TO SUKHVIR: 


RAGHAV 
HAS CAUGHT 
‘SMALLPOX! 


A LITTLE LATER THE PANDIT MET 
THE AILING RAGHAV- 

I/RAGHAV BHAYYA IWE HAVE 
RENTED A HUT FOR YOU 
OUTSIDE THE BAZAR.THIS 
MAN WILL TAKE YOU 


THERE. HURRY UP 


BURNING WITH FEVER, RAGHAV SOME- 
HOW REACHED THE HUT: 


MEANWHILE , MAHINDRA, WHO WAS IN THE SAME TOWN, 
MET A MEMBER OF SUKHVIR'S PARTY. 


HOW PLEASED 


ASK RAGHAVIT 8 

HE TOO, HAS 

COME. BUT HEIS 
vi 


DON'T COME. 
NEAR ME,SIR! 


| ANDES came BACK [ [AFTER THE KAVIRAJ PAD 
KAVIRAJ. $ me EXAMINED RAGHAV = 
j Å VERY, BAD CASE. 
HE NEEDS CONSTANT 
ATTENTION. 


E MAHINDRA GAT BY THE DELIRIOUS] |:--5UKHVIR AND HIS PARTY ATE AND MADE 
MERRY 


[ANO WATCHED 
MANY A PANCE. 


WE ARE RETURNING 
HOME TODAY. BUT 
DO NOT GRIEVE. 
JANYONE WHO DIES 


A FEW DAYS LATER, THE PANDIT RAGHAV, HOWEVER, DID NOT DIE. 
CAME TO RAGHAV. AIT "LINDERS DEVOTED CARE HE WAS 
WELL ENOUGH TO SIT WE 


NEVER MIND. | 
Y THE LORD | 


ARE RIGHT, 
MW SON. WHAT À 


PITY, | HAVEN?T 
YET BEEN TO SEE 
THE LORD. 


I WILL TAKE 
you TO HIS 
TEMPLE.NOW. 


T WAS A DAY OF SPECIAL PUJA AND MUSICIANS PLAYED THEIR INSTRUMENTS 
V FRONT OF THE TEMPLE. 


ss vis ane. 


THE AARATI” "WAS GOING ON. | 
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|RAGHAV WAS DELIGHTED. | I 


1 == Ve 7 
A LEN) 
nm WONDER 
How WILL. VA 
Ever REPAY JU) 
Hin | 


[MAHINDRA COULD NOT BELIEVE THAT His 
LONG- CHERISHED DREAM WAS ABOUT- 


à FEW DAYS LATER, MAHINDRA AND RAGHAV YOU ARE. 
LEFT FOR THEIR VILLAGE. 


ON THE OUTORIRTS OF THE VILLAGE, 
THEY MET RADHAGAL 
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WHEN WE HEARD YOU WERE 

ILL,WE BECAME DESPERATE. 

AT LAST, WE DECIDED TO 
COME TO THE TOWN- 


GOD 19 GREAT. 
HE SENT MAHINDRA 
TO HELP ME. 


THEY SOON REACHED THE VILLAGE. SOME WERE 
HAPPY TO SEE RAGHAV, 
JTHERS WERE NOT. 


OHIRAGHAV 
BHAYYA! SO 
YOU HAVE 


YES, AND 
ALIVE TOO, NĄ f= 
SPITE OF YOUR 

CALLOUS I 


BEHAVIOUR. 0 


AND VASANTI ALL THAT 


LATER, RAGHAV TOLD RADHA) [AS SOON AS HE COULD, MAHINDRA FOUND AN ] 


HAD HAPPENED. 
SS 7 


OPPORTUNITY TO TALK TO VASANTI. 


A FEW DAYS LATER, SUKHVIR HAPPENED 
TO SEE VASANTI- 


ISN'T THAT RAGHAVS 
DAUGHTERS | MUST 
REMIND THE PANDIT 


TM SORRY. 

PVE PROMISED 
MY DAUGHTER 
TO MAHINDRA, 


SUKAVIRS FLATTERERS TRIED TO PERSUADE RAGHAV TO CHANGE HIS MIND. 


\ 


— m 
pee / YOUR DAUGH-| 
>#/ TER WILL BE 


Y WHAT THEY We 
"SAY IS TRUE. 
û? - 


PLEASE PO NOT 
ALLOW YOURSELF 
TO BE INFLUENCED 
BY DUKNVIR"S 


VASANTI SHALL 
MARRY.SUKHVIR I 


(MEANWHILE, SUKHVIR REDOUBLED HIS | 
EFFORTS TO PLEASE FAGHAV. 


‘SUKHVIRUI SENDS — 


AS HE WAS ABOUT TO LEAVE — 


DOES MY DAUGHTER'S HAPP|- | MAHINDRA NO LONGER HAD ANY POUBTS- HE 
NESS MEAN NOTHING TO you e | | MENT TO SEE THE VILLAGE. CHEF AND TOLD 

SHE WILL SURELY DIE IF SHE IŚ 
FORCED TO MARRY SUKHVIR. 
ONLY YOU CAN SAVE HER 

8 AND YOU MUST. 


[AT THE PANCHAYAT 一 


RAGHAV; OF 

COURSE! HE 

18 OLD AND 
HONEST. 


TAM SORRY 

TO HAVE TO SAY 
THIS. HE l6 OLD, 
BUT NOT HONEST, 


I DID I THE 
PROMISE WAS 
MADE TO MET, 


DID YOU HEAR THAT © 
HE I5 HIS OWN WITNESS! 


[MAHINDRA SUDDENLY REMEMBERED SOMETHING. 


DON'T. LAUGH, GENTLEMEN. == 


= NY 
LORD GOPALA TOO 
MUST HAVE. HEARD / | fi] ` 
|GHAVJPS 


N 


THIS IS TOO MUCH 

TO BEAR. BUT IF DIE. 

1 MUST, | SHALL DIE 

AT THÉ FEET OF 
THE LORD. 


THAT. VERY DAY, MAHINDRA LEFT THE 
VILLAGE FOR THE TEMPLE TOWN. 


LORD, PLEASE 
COME TO MY 
ILLAGE AS MY 


IF I DON’T, HOW | 


| |---AND THEN WOKE UP, 
REFRESHED AND INVIGORATED. 


THE JOURNEY WAS LONG AND ARDUOUS. SOMETIMES, THERE WOULD BE A MOUNTAIN 
UN THEIR PATH 


IT WOULD PART, 
AND HE WOULD 60 ON. 


+++ FØR MAHINDRA TO WALK ACROSS - 


A FEW DAYS LATER, JUST WHEN INOT HEAR TI 
MAHINDRA WAS ABOUT TO REACH oA TNKLE OF Hio ANKLETS. 
HIS VILLAGE, HE PAUSED. HAS THE LORD 
DESERTED ME? 
m a 0 tra] 
3 E 


MAHINDRA REALISED THAT THE BUT THE IDOL REMAINED ROOTED TO 
TINKLE OF THE ANKLETS HAD THE SPOT. 

BEEN MUFFLED BECAUSE SAND 
HAD GOT INTO THEM. 


Pix 


MAHINDRA BECAME DESPERATE. | [HERAN TO THE VILLAGE. V En 


1 MUST RUN AND 
TELL EVERYBODY 
ABOUT THIS. 


THE VILLAGERS WERE WONDER -STRUCK WHEN THEY SAW THAT WHAT 
MAHINDRA CLAIMED WAS TRUE + 
COME TO BEAR WITNESS 7 
AND VINDICATE HIS IK 
DEVOTEE . 
RI 


THE LORD HAS INDEED 
SE 


RAGHAV. 


MAŠ 18. AM ORPHAN DI ADOPT 


THE VILLAGE CHEF EMBRACED HO SAYS MAHINDRA 
تست‎ RET 


EB LIVE 


— [ij 2 
(OB), | MINI 
DD, 


RAGHAV SOUGHT OUT 
SUKHVIR. 


Guxnur, 1 CANNOT 
PT YOUR 

PROPOSAL FOR 

MY, DAUGHTER. 


FOR ALL,IT WAS A DAY OF GREAT 
WONDER; FOR MAHINDRA AND 
VASANTI,A DAY OF GREAT JOY. 


VASANT/ LOOKED EXTREMELY 
CHARMING AS A BRIDE. 


NOTHING WILL EVER. 


[THE VILLAGE CHIEF TOOK THE 
PLACE OF MAHINDRAS FATHER. 


WY GTN 


ACT AS THE 
PRIEST © 


MAHINDRA OF COURSE AGREED AND THE CEREMONY WAS SOON FINE 
PERFORMED. 
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12 DELUXE BOUND VOLUMES each containing 


Ideal as gifts and for your own library 


Available at all bookstalls or 
INDIA SOON MOUSE. 3A Rasharnnd Rond. Sacendanmimd 200008: 


10 Amar Chitra Katha titles serially from no. 11 to 130. 
Also SPECIAL DELUXE VOLUME of Amar Chitra Katha 


containing 10 titles’ exclusively from the MAHABHARATA 


A unique 144-volume series (colour illustrated throughout) 
outlining basic science. 

UNDERSTANDING SCIENCE | of explanations by picture’, 
starts with tho assumption and of controled 

that the reader need Vocabulary with the use 
ave no familiarity with of familiar language. 

even the simplest scientific Produced first in Britain, 
concept. Step by step the volumes are carefully 
fhe fundamental laws are phase to enable Ihe 

made convincing and reader to understand all. 
believable. The technique Kader to selena 


This series is now being 
made available in 
Hindi, Marathi and Gujarati 
besides English. The 
scholarship and simplicity 
of the original English is 
carefully maintained in the 
Indian language editions, 


Send your subscription 


India Book House AN Available at all booksellers or at: 


INDIA BOOK HOUSE 
A Rasherapati Road, Secunderabad (A P) 
Bombay 400001. ^ UDI (v.p. P. order only) 


